
TONGUES:

PERSONAL & CORPORATE

BENEFITS OF



MATTHEW 3:11

As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.



VERSE 1-4

ACTS 2

When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly there came from heaven a 
noise like a violent rushing wind, and it 
filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire distributing 
themselves, and they rested on each one 
of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit was giving them 
utterance.



VERSE 5-8

ACTS 2

Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, 
devout men from every nation under 
heaven. And when this sound occurred, 
the crowd came together, and were 
bewildered because each one of them 
was hearing them speak in his own 
language. They were amazed and 
astonished, saying, “Why, are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And 
how is it that we each hear them in our 
own language to which we were born?



VERSE 11-16

ACTS 2

…we hear them in our own tongues 
speaking of the mighty deeds of 
God.” And they all continued in 
amazement and great perplexity, saying 
to one another, “What does this 
mean?”But others were mocking and 
saying, “They are full of sweet wine.”But 
Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, 
raised his voice and declared to them: 
“Men of Judea and all you who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you and 
give heed to my words. For these men are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it 
is only the third hour of the day; but this 
is what was spoken of through the 
prophet Joel:



VERSE 17

ACTS 2

‘And it shall be in the last days,’ 
God says,

‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit 
on all mankind;

And your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy,

And your young men shall see 
visions,

And your old men shall dream 
dreams…
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DIVERSE KINDS OF TONGUES

• In Acts 2, the manifestation of tongues taking place is xenolalia.

• Xenolalia: speaking a known human language other than ones own native language.

• But this isn’t the only manifestation of the gift of tongues.

• There is also glossolalia

• Glossolalia: speaking an unknown heavenly language, a language not understood by the 
hearers.



DIVERSE KINDS OF TONGUES

This is possibly what Paul is referring two in 1 Cor. 13:1 where he says:

“If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”



PUBLIC OR PRIVATE?

There’s also a difference between the personal gift of tongues that all 
believers receive with the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the public ministry 
gift of tongues (referred to as “various kinds of tongues” in 1 Cor. 12:10).

The personal gift of tongues is for YOUR encouragement and growth. The 
public ministry gift of tongues is for the encouragement and growth of the 
church.



1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-4

Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you 
may prophesy.

For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no 
one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and 
consolation.

One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies 
the church.



1 CORINTHIANS 14:5-8

Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater 
is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the 
church may receive edifying.

But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless I speak to 
you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?

Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if they do not produce a 
distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on the harp?

For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself for battle?



1 CORINTHIANS 14:9-12

So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be 
known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.

There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind is 
without meaning.

If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be to the one who speaks 
a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me.

So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for 
the edification of the church.



1 CORINTHIANS 14:13-16

Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.

For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the 
mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.

Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of 
the ungifted say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not know 
what you are saying?



1 CORINTHIANS 14:17-20

For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not edified.

I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all;

however, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may 
instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.

Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your 
thinking be mature.



1 CORINTHIANS 14:21-24

In the Law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I will 
speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to Me,” says the Lord.

So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; 
but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who believe.

Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all speak in tongues, 
and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad?

But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, 
he is called to account by all;



1 CORINTHIANS 14:25-28

the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship 
God, declaring that God is certainly among you. 

What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has 
a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done 
for edification. 

If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in 
turn, and one must interpret;

but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to 
himself and to God.



1 CORINTHIANS 14:29-33

Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment.

But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep 
silent.

For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be 
exhorted;

and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; for God is not a 

God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.



1 CORINTHIANS 14:39

Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to 
speak in tongues.
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1 Corinthians 14:14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my 
mind is unfruitful.

• You bypass the limitations of your natural knowledge

• Since your spirit is praying, you know that you are praying the perfect 
wisdom of God—unaffected by doubt, negative emotions or personal 
biases.
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THE PERSONAL BENEFITS OF TONGUES…

1 Corinthians 14:17 For you are giving thanks well enough…

• You are giving thanks to God. In other words, speaking in tongues is a form 
or worship.
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1 Corinthians 14:17 For you are giving thanks well enough…

• You give thanks to God—in other words, it’s a form of worship.
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Jude 20-21 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God…

• You maintain yourself in the love of God
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THE PERSONAL BENEFITS OF TONGUES…

Ephesians 6:17-18 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. With all prayer and petition pray at 

all times in the Spirit…

• These verses follow Paul’s charge to put on the full armor of God.

• Verse 10-11 says: Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 
might. Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil.

• Tongues is part of how Christians establish themselves in God’s strength & 
might, and how they stand firm against the devil’s tricks



THE PERSONAL BENEFITS OF TONGUES…

• You bypass the limitations of your natural knowledge

• You pray the perfect wisdom of God, because your spirit is praying

• You actively engage in your union with God

• You speak the hidden wisdom (a.k.a. secrets) of God

• You build yourself up in faith

• You give thanks to God—it’s a form of worship

• You maintain yourself in the love of God

• You establish yourself in the Lord’s strength and might & stand firm



ROMANS 8:26

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how 
to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words;
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HOW TO RECEIVE

• Be born again (Acts 19:1-7)

• Ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13)

• By faith begin to speak syllables that form words you don’t understand

Understand that you are moving your mouth, but your spirit is expressing itself—
praying, worshipping, speaking hidden wisdom to God.



ACTS 19:1-7

It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country 
and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard 
whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” And 
they said, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And 
when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and 
they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. There were in all about twelve men.
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QUESTIONS…

Q: If I ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit, but I never speak in tongues, does that 
mean it didn’t work?

A: No, it just means that you haven’t made the decision to speak in tongues 
yet.
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QUESTIONS…

Q: I feel silly when I do this… Is that normal?

A: A lot of people feel that way initially. That self-consciousness decreases 
with practice.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

• Pray in tongues often! You can’t do it too much.

• Ask the Lord to give you the interpretation of what you pray.

• Write down the interpretation (no matter how simple it may be).

• Remember that this is a spiritual tool to build you up in your faith, to give 
you access to the hidden wisdom of God, to help you stand firm against 
enemy attacks.


