




➢ Is God violent?

➢ Is there a violent side of God?

➢ Does God get angry and upset, acting in 

anger?

➢ What about violence in the Old Testament?

➢ What about violence in the Book of 

Revelation?

➢ What about violence in the parables Jesus 

taught?



➢ What about forgiveness?

➢ Unconditional love?

➢ Love your enemies?

➢ Bless those that curse you?

➢ The justice of God being restorative?

➢ The vengeance of God being when God puts His 

goodness on steroids to reach us?

WHAT ABOUT ALL THESE THINGS

WE KNOW TO BE TRUE ABOUT GOD?



THE LION
AND THE LAMB



HEBREWS 1:3 (KJV)

3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the

express image of his person, and upholding all

things by the word of his power, when he had

by himself purged our sins, sat down on the

right hand of the Majesty on high:



OUR LORD JESUS 

ISN’T JUST ANOTHER 

REVELATION OF GOD

HE IS THE GREATEST 

REVELATION OF GOD

HE IS THE 

COMPLETE AND 

PERFECT IMAGE OF 

OUR HEAVENLY 

FATHER



The Lord Jesus did not 

come to establish a 

kingdom based on 

violence, with the sword, 

or by force as the 

disciples expected. He 

did not become the King 

to overthrow the Roman 

empire.  Instead, He 

conquered the world by 

taking the fault, the sin of 

the world upon Himself, 

and by not responding in 

violence, He died.



If the Lamb would be the

greatest revelation of God,

the only way that God wants

to be known is as the self-

sacrificial eternally loving

God, then I suggest we

embrace the idea that God

has taken the blame in the

Old Testament for a lot of

violent things attributed to

God by man.



When we start getting this lens to look through, then we 

realize that all of the violent pictures of God that we see in 

the Old Testament are in fact pointing to Christ who takes 

the blame for our fault and our sins, meaning God has 

been all along taking the blame for what other people did. 





GOD IS ALMIGHTY



ISAIAH 40:12 (KJV)

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of

his hand, and meted out heaven with the span,

and comprehended the dust of the earth in a

measure, and weighed the mountains in

scales, and the hills in a balance?









The
Warrior

God



HIS LOVE

His eyes
were as a

flame of fire



HIS ARMOR

And He was
clothed with a 
vesture dipped

in blood
…HIS OWN BLOOD…



HIS NAME

And His name
is called

The Word of God



HIS ARMIES

Clothed in
fine linen,

white and clean



HIS WEAPON

And out of His
mouth goes a
sharp sword

…HIS WORD…



THE NATIONS

HE SMITES,
HE RULES OVER



HE IS USING HIS

WORD, HIS SELF-

SACRIFICIAL LOVE,

AND HIS BLOOD TO

SMITE THE LIES

OF THE ENEMY 
THAT THE NATIONS 

HAVE BELIEVED



GOD’S WAR DOES NOT INCLUDE VIOLENCE





OUR 
LORD 
JESUS
THE 

CREATOR



OUR LORD JESUS

IS THE LIGHT,
THE RESURRECTION

AND THE LIFE,

THE TRUTH,

THE WAY
HE IS ALL IN ALL



GOD’S PLAN 
DID NOT 
INCLUDE 
VIOLENCE



ISAIAH 11:9 (NIV)

9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my

holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with

the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover

the sea.



WHAT ABOUT 
THE WHIP IN 
THE TEMPLE?



JOHN 2:15-17 (NIV)

15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove

all from the temple courts, both sheep and

cattle; he scattered the coins of the money

changers and overturned their tables.

16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these

out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into

a market!”

17 His disciples remembered that it is written:

“Zeal for your house will consume me.”





CHOOSING TO 
SUFFER OUT OF 

LOVE FOR 
ANOTHER IS SELF 
SACRIFICIAL LOVE



BEING FORCED 
TO SUFFER AT 

THE HANDS OF 
OTHERS IS 
ABUSE



NEVER DEMONSTRATES

ABUSE TOWARD ANYONE



IT IS NEVER LOVING TO ABUSE 

ANOTHER NOR TO ALLOW 

YOURSELF TO BE ABUSED



DO NOT STAY IN AN ABUSIVE 

SITUATION, BUT FREE THOSE 

WHO SUFFER ABUSE





THE TEACHING OF
OUR LORD JESUS
COULD BE
CONSTRUED AS AN
INVITATION TO
VIOLENCE
Matthew 10:34-39



The context of Matthew 10:34-39 is the 
persecution that the Lord’s Disciples were 

getting ready to endure as a result of 
having their identity in Christ rather than 

based on their natural lineage



Our Lord never 
used His authority 
to defend Himself, 

nor to punish 
people for their 

rejection of Him, 
nor for any 

personal gain
Philippians 2:5-11 



The Lord’s Disciples 
tried to get Him to call 
fire down from heaven 

over the people of 
Samaria because they 

had rejected Jesus
Luke 9:51-55



out of fear, 
called down fire 

from heaven 
and killed 102 

people.
2 Kings 1:9-15



Elisha used his 
authority to kill 

42 children 
because they 
had mocked 

him

2 Kings 2:23-25



People fail to 
understand that the 
authority given to 

them by God is given 
to free agents, and the 

risk is that the free 
agents will misuse 

that authority given 
to them, thereby 

misrepresenting God



Jesus has all 
authority in heaven 

and on earth, but 
He never used that 

authority for 
personal gain, nor 

did He use it to 
defend Himself



We have a 
mandate from 
the Father to 
listen to His 

Son and obey 
Him

Luke 9:28-35



LUKE 9:28-35 (NIV)

35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This

is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to

him.”





The violence of Cain was 
produced.  Cain was from 

that point on under a curse 
and he was driven from 

the ground.  It made him a 
wanderer, the earth would 
not yield its crops to him, 
and he became restless.



Cain thought that this was 
punishment, as he thought 
God was driving him from
the land and that he would

be hidden from God’s 
presence.  He thought he’d be 
a restless wanderer and that 

whoever would find him 
would kill him. 

God said "NOT SO"
(Genesis 4:8-16)



THE BLOOD OF 
JESUS CRIES OUT 

BETTER
THINGS THAN THE
BLOOD OF ABEL
(Hebrews 12:24)



THE NON-VIOLENCE OF OUR LORD 

JESUS BROUGHT US ACCEPTANCE 

IN GOD’S PRESENCE, REST, 

PROSPERITY, PROTECTION, ETC.



HEBREWS 12:24

24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant,

and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better

word than the blood of Abel.



T H E   F L O O D

The reason for the flood was
because of the violence of men



GENESIS 6:11-13 (NIV)

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight

and was full of violence.

12 God saw how corrupt the earth had

become, for all the people on earth had

corrupted their ways.

13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an

end to all people, for the earth is filled with

violence because of them. I am surely going to

destroy both them and the earth.



T H E   F L O O D

THE REVERSAL OF CREATION 
Genesis 7:11-12; 17-19



T H E   F L O O D

God Himself did not actively destroy the
earth through the flood, but when the Spirit

of God retreated, the evil forces of destruction 
flooded the earth and destroyed it



We know today that the Spirit 
of God lives in us and He will 

be with us forever because 
that is what Jesus promised 

us.  Today, if there is chaos in 
one’s life, it does not mean 

that the Spirit of God has left.  
Therefore, there is absolutely 

no reason to fear.



JOHN 14:16-18 (NKJV)

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give

you another Comforter, that he may abide with

you for ever;

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world

cannot receive, because it seeth him not,

neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he

dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come

to you.







EVIL, INIQUITY, SIN

HAS SELF-DESTRUCTION

BUILT INTO ITS DNA



WHAT WE WERE TAUGHT TO

THINK WAS THAT INIQUITY

NEEDS TO BE PUNISHED, BUT

WHAT WE SEE HERE IS THAT 

INIQUITY IS THE PUNISHER



GENESIS 19:15 (KJV)

And when the morning arose, then the angels

hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and

thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be

consumed in the iniquity of the city.



THE LENS OF THE CROSS
God withdraws His hand of 

protection, the evil forces destroy
the city, which were empowered by 

the iniquity of the people, and
God takes the blame for it



The 
Firstborn 
of Egypt



If it weren’t 
for Verse 23, 
it looks like 

God killed all 
the firstborn 

of Egypt



EXODUS 12:23

When the Lord goes through the land to strike

down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on

the top and sides of the doorframe and will

pass over that doorway, and he will not permit

the destroyer to enter your houses and strike

you down.



It was not 
God who did 
the killing, 

but the 
Destroyer



It is impossible for Him to withdraw 
His hand of protection from you and I 

because it is already finished, all 
power of sin, iniquity, sickness and 
shame has been broken through the 
death and resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ



JOHN 19:30 (KJV)

When Jesus therefore had received the

vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed

his head, and gave up the ghost.





2 CORINTHIANS 5:21 (NIV)

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,

so that in him we might become the

righteousness of God.


