


THE TEACHING OF
OUR LORD JESUS
COULD BE
CONSTRUED AS AN
INVITATION TO
VIOLENCE
Matthew 10:34-39



MATTHEW 10:34-39 (NIV)

34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring

peace to the earth. I did not come to bring

peace, but a sword.

35 For I have come to turn “‘a man against his

father, a daughter against her mother, a

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—

36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his

own household.’



MATTHEW 10:34-39 (NIV)

37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother

more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who

loves their son or daughter more than me is not

worthy of me.

38 Whoever does not take up their cross and

follow me is not worthy of me.

39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and

whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.



The context of Matthew 10:34-39 is the 
persecution that the Lord’s Disciples were 

getting ready to endure as a result of 
having their identity in Christ rather than 

based on their natural lineage



Our Lord never 
used His authority 
to defend Himself, 

nor to punish 
people for their 

rejection of Him, 
nor for any 

personal gain
Philippians 2:5-11 



PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 (NIV)

5 In your relationships with one another, have

the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not

consider equality with God something to be

used to his own advantage;

7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the

very nature of a servant, being made in human

likeness.



PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 (NIV)

8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself by becoming obedient to

death—even death on a cross!

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest

place and gave him the name that is above

every name,



PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 (NIV)

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the

earth,

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



The Lord’s Disciples 
tried to get Him to call 
fire down from heaven 

over the people of 
Samaria because they 

had rejected Jesus
Luke 9:51-55



LUKE 9:51-55 (NIV)

51 As the time approached for him to be taken

up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for

Jerusalem.

52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who

went into a Samaritan village to get things

ready for him;

53 but the people there did not welcome him,

because he was heading for Jerusalem.



LUKE 9:51-55 (NIV)

54 When the disciples James and John saw this,

they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire

down from heaven to destroy them?”

55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them.



out of fear, 
called down fire 

from heaven 
and killed 102 

people.
2 Kings 1:9-15



2 KINGS 1:9-15 (NIV)

9 Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his

company of fifty men. The captain went up to

Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and

said to him, “Man of God, the king says, ‘Come

down!’”



2 KINGS 1:9-15 (NIV)

10 Elijah answered the captain, “If I am a man

of God, may fire come down from heaven and

consume you and your fifty men!” Then fire fell

from heaven and consumed the captain and

his men.

11 At this the king sent to Elijah another captain

with his fifty men. The captain said to him, “Man

of God, this is what the king says, ‘Come down

at once!’”



2 KINGS 1:9-15 (NIV)

12 “If I am a man of God,” Elijah replied, “may

fire come down from heaven and consume

you and your fifty men!” Then the fire of God fell

from heaven and consumed him and his fifty

men.



2 KINGS 1:9-15 (NIV)

13 So the king sent a third captain with his fifty

men. This third captain went up and fell on his

knees before Elijah. “Man of God,” he begged,

“please have respect for my life and the lives of

these fifty men, your servants!

14 See, fire has fallen from heaven and

consumed the first two captains and all their

men. But now have respect for my life!”



2 KINGS 1:9-15 (NIV)

15 The angel of the Lord said to Elijah, “Go

down with him; do not be afraid of him.” So

Elijah got up and went down with him to the

king.



Elisha used his 
authority to kill 

42 children 
because they 
had mocked 

him

2 Kings 2:23-25



2 KINGS 2:23-25 (NIV)

23 From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he

was walking along the road, some boys came

out of the town and jeered at him. “Get out of

here, baldy!” they said. “Get out of here,

baldy!”



2 KINGS 2:23-25 (NIV)

24 He turned around, looked at them and

called down a curse on them in the name of

the Lord. Then two bears came out of the

woods and mauled forty-two of the boys.

25 And he went on to Mount Carmel and from

there returned to Samaria.



Elisha, led by the 
Spirit of God, 

speared the King 
of Aram’s army 
and obtained a 

peace in the land 
that lasted for 
many years

2 Kings 6:8-23 



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel.

After conferring with his officers, he said, “I will

set up my camp in such and such a place.”

9 The man of God sent word to the king of

Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because

the Arameans are going down there.”



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

10 So the king of Israel checked on the place

indicated by the man of God. Time and again

Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his

guard in such places.

11 This enraged the king of Aram. He

summoned his officers and demanded of them,

“Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king

of Israel?”



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

12 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one of

his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is in

Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you

speak in your bedroom.”

13 “Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered,

“so I can send men and capture him.” The

report came back: “He is in Dothan.”



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a

strong force there. They went by night and

surrounded the city.

15 When the servant of the man of God got up

and went out early the next morning, an army

with horses and chariots had surrounded the

city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the

servant asked.



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered.

“Those who are with us are more than those

who are with them.”

17 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so

that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the

servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills

full of horses and chariots of fire all around

Elisha.



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

18 As the enemy came down toward him,

Elisha prayed to the Lord, “Strike this army with

blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, as

Elisha had asked.

19 Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this

is not the city. Follow me, and I will lead you to

the man you are looking for.” And he led them

to Samaria.



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

20 After they entered the city, Elisha said, “Lord,

open the eyes of these men so they can see.”

Then the Lord opened their eyes and they

looked, and there they were, inside Samaria.

21 When the king of Israel saw them, he asked

Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I kill

them?”



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

22 “Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you

kill those you have captured with your own

sword or bow? Set food and water before them

so that they may eat and drink and then go

back to their master.”



2 KINGS 6:8-23 (NIV)

23 So he prepared a great feast for them, and

after they had finished eating and drinking, he

sent them away, and they returned to their

master. So the bands from Aram stopped

raiding Israel’s territory.



A clear description of
someone who used
the authority given
him by God for the

wrong reasons



As parents, we have 
been given authority 

over our children, 
but as we use that 

authority, it is up to 
each one of us as to 

how we use it



People fail to 
understand that the 
authority given to 

them by God is given 
to free agents, and the 

risk is that the free 
agents will misuse 

that authority given 
to them, thereby 

misrepresenting God



Jesus has all 
authority in heaven 

and on earth, but 
He never used that 

authority for 
personal gain, nor 

did He use it to 
defend Himself



We have a 
mandate from 
the Father to 
listen to His 

Son and obey 
Him

Luke 9:28-35



LUKE 9:28-35 (NIV)

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he

took Peter, John and James with him and went

up onto a mountain to pray.

29 As he was praying, the appearance of his

face changed, and his clothes became as

bright as a flash of lightning.

30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in

glorious splendor, talking with Jesus.



LUKE 9:28-35 (NIV)

31 They spoke about his departure, which he

was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.

32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy,

but when they became fully awake, they saw

his glory and the two men standing with him.



LUKE 9:28-35 (NIV)

33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to

him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us

put up three shelters—one for you, one for

Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know

what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared

and covered them, and they were afraid as

they entered the cloud.



LUKE 9:28-35 (NIV)

35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This

is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to

him.”


