


➢ Is God violent?

➢ Is there a violent side of God?

➢ Does God get angry and upset, acting in 

anger?

➢ What about violence in the Old Testament?

➢ What about violence in the Book of 

Revelation?

➢ What about violence in the parables Jesus 

taught?



If God does get angry and upset, acting in anger, 

then violence must be good, and we therefore 

would be justified to be angry and violent.



➢ What about forgiveness?

➢ What about unconditional love?

➢ What about loving your enemies?

➢ What about blessing those that curse you?

➢ What about the justice of God being restorative?

➢ What about the vengeance of God being when 

God puts His goodness on steroids to reach us?

WHAT ABOUT ALL THESE THINGS

WE KNOW TO BE TRUE ABOUT GOD?



MATTHEW 5:38-48 (MSG)

38-42 “Here’s another old saying that deserves

a second look: ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ Is

that going to get us anywhere? Here’s what I

propose: ‘Don’t hit back at all.’ If someone

strikes you, stand there and take it. If someone

drags you into court and sues for the shirt off

your back, giftwrap your best coat and make a

present of it.



MATTHEW 5:38-48 (MSG)

And if someone takes unfair advantage of you,

use the occasion to practice the servant life.

No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously.

43-47 “You’re familiar with the old written law,

‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion,

‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m

telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring

out the best in you, not the worst.



MATTHEW 5:38-48 (MSG)

When someone gives you a hard time, respond

with the energies of prayer, for then you are

working out of your true selves, your God-

created selves. This is what God does. He gives

his best—the sun to warm and the rain to

nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and

bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love the

lovable, do you expect a bonus?



MATTHEW 5:38-48 (MSG)

Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to

those who greet you, do you expect a medal?

Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.

48 “In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up.

You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live

out your God-created identity. Live generously

and graciously toward others, the way God

lives toward you.”



God’s Type of VenGeance



ISAIAH 61:1-3 (KVJ)

1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me;

because the Lord hath anointed me to preach

good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty

to the captives, and the opening of the prison

to them that are bound;



ISAIAH 61:1-3 (KJV)

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day of vengeance of our God; to

comfort all that mourn;



ISAIAH 61:1-3 (KJV)

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to

give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy

for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit

of heaviness; that they might be called trees of

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he

might be glorified.



THE LION
AND THE LAMB



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on

the throne a book written within and on the

backside, sealed with seven seals.

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a

loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book,

and to loose the seals thereof?



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither

under the earth, was able to open the book,

neither to look thereon.

4 And I wept much, because no man was

found worthy to open and to read the book,

neither to look thereon.



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep

not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the

Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book,

and to loose the seven seals thereof.



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the

throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst

of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been

slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,

which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth

into all the earth.



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

7 And he came and took the book out of the

right hand of him that sat upon the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four

beasts and four and twenty elders fell down

before the Lamb, having every one of them

harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are

the prayers of saints.



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art

worthy to take the book, and to open the seals

thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed

us to God by thy blood out of every kindred,

and tongue, and people, and nation;

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and

priests: and we shall reign on the earth.



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many

angels round about the throne and the beasts

and the elders: and the number of them was

ten thousand times ten thousand, and

thousands of thousands;



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb

that was slain to receive power, and riches,

and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and

glory, and blessing.



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and

on the earth, and under the earth, and such as

are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I

saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and

power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,

and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.



REVELATION 5:1-14 (KJV)

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four

and twenty elders fell down and worshipped

him that liveth for ever and ever.



MATTHEW 26:52-54 (MSG)

52-54 Jesus said, “Put your sword back where it

belongs. All who use swords are destroyed by

swords. Don’t you realize that I am able right

now to call to my Father, and twelve

companies—more, if I want them—of fighting

angels would be here, battle-ready? But if I did

that, how would the Scriptures come true that

say this is the way it has to be?”



HEBREWS 1:1-3 (KJV)

1 God, who at sundry times and in divers

manners spake in time past unto the fathers by

the prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his

Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,

by whom also he made the worlds;



HEBREWS 1:1-3 (KJV)

3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the

express image of his person, and upholding all

things by the word of his power, when he had

by himself purged our sins, sat down on the

right hand of the Majesty on high:



OUR LORD JESUS 

ISN’T JUST ANOTHER 

REVELATION OF GOD

HE IS THE GREATEST 

REVELATION OF GOD

HE IS THE 

COMPLETE AND 

PERFECT IMAGE OF 

OUR HEAVENLY 

FATHER



LISTEN TO THE LAMB



MATTHEW 17:1-5 (MSG)

1-3 Six days later, three of them saw that glory.
Jesus took Peter and the brothers, James and

John, and led them up a high mountain. His
appearance changed from the inside out, right

before their eyes. Sunlight poured from his face.
His clothes were filled with light. Then they realized

that Moses and Elijah were also there in deep
conversation with him.



MATTHEW 17:1-5 (MSG)

4 Peter broke in, “Master, this is a great moment!
What would you think if I built three memorials

here on the mountain—one for you, one for Moses,
one for Elijah?”

5 While he was going on like this, babbling, a light-
radiant cloud enveloped them, and sounding from

deep in the cloud a voice: “This is my Son, marked
by my love, focus of my delight. Listen to him.”



The Lord Jesus did not 

come to establish a 

kingdom based on 

violence, with the sword, 

or by force as the 

disciples expected. He 

did not become the King 

to overthrow the Roman 

empire.  Instead, He 

conquered the world by 

taking the fault, the sin of 

the world upon Himself, 

and by not responding in 

violence, He died.



If the Lamb is the greatest

revelation of God, and if the

only way that God wants to

be known is as the self-

sacrificial eternally loving

God, then I suggest we

embrace the idea that God

has taken the blame in the

Old Testament for a lot of

violent things attributed to

God by man.



When we start getting this lens to look through, then we 

realize that all of the violent pictures of God that we see in 

the Old Testament are in fact pointing to Christ who takes 

the blame for our faults and our sins, meaning God has all 

along been taking the blame for what other people did. 


